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January/February, 1992 


Lovesick? Girlfriend Problems? 


Womonspace Presents. . . 


Loretta Love is presently 
completing a B.A. in 
Psychology and has exten- 
sive experience assisting 
women with their concerns. 


Dear Loretta, 

Where to begin? When | met my girlfriend 
two years ago things were pretty simple, we 
have always gotten along well and have 
never had any serious problems, we've been 
living together for eight months. But lately, 
"Sue" has been really changing and | don't 
know what to make of it. Get this: in the past 
few weeks she has cut her hair, traded her 
Volvo in for a pick up truck, started wearing 
cowboy boots and now she is listening to 
country music. | miss the dresses and the 
tresses! I'm pretty confused as to where this 
is all leading to. What do you think? 


Baffled 


Dear Baffled, 

| think "Sue" is going through something 
we all experience at some point in our lives 
— trying to find herself. Believe it or not, this 
can be a real opportunity for growth in your 
relationship, but you have to be willing to 
accept the fact that people are constantly 
changing and growing — you have to be able 
to "roll with the punches” if you want your 
relationship to last. Talk to her about what 
you're feeling — | suspect that there are 
many things she would like to talk to you 
about, too. Keep an open mind and work at 


A way to the ene 


Your questions and letters 
are welcome! Loretta will 
try to answer as many let- 
ters as possible. Please 
submit your mail to Loretta 
Love, c/o Womonspace. 


communicating what you feel to each other, 
and everything will work out as it should. 


Dear Readers, 

As New Years is the time of year for 
reflection and resolutions, | have decided 
to offer a suggestion for becoming a hap- 
pier, healthier person in 1992. If "becoming 
a volunteer" isn't already on your list, now is 
the perfect time to begin to give some of 
yourself to those who need it. Research is 
beginning to show again and again that 
giving is good for us both physically, emo- 
tionally and psychologically. You'd be 
amazed how good helping other people 
makes you feel, what a different perspec- 
tive it gives you on your life. The food bank, 
the hostels, the elderly, the disabled, victims 
of domestic violence, women's groups, the 
illiterate, children, minority groups, the list 
goes on and on — so many could benefit 
from the unique talents and qualities you 
have to offer. This year, make a resolution 
— even though you may be working two jobs 
and haven't got a lot of time, to get involved 
just a little bit, and leave the world a better 
place than you found it. 

Happy New Year! 


Love Loretta 
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by Lisa Ashley 


If you, or someone you know is looking for their soul 
mate, Tina Tessina, in her book, GAY RELATIONSHIPS | 


(St. Martin's Press, New York) devotes an entire chapter 


to the search for a partner, and aptly titles it "How and. 
Where to Find Relationships". She offers some unique 


and interesting strategies that | definitely feel are worth 
~ sharing. So, if you're still claiming that out of the 15 or so 
million gay women in North America, it's "slim pickins out 
there", then please read on. 


Ms. Tessina claims that to find the right partner you 
need to treat yourself as a "client" who is involved in the 
business of finding a mate. So, it follows thatthe first thing 
you have to know is what this client's needs are, and in 
order to do that you need to know yourself. What is your 
personality? What are your interest, hobbies, feelings, 
pastimes? A relationship is a partnership, and you are 
going to be one of the primary partners, so it's time to take 
stock of what you have to offer. 


Are You Ready For A Relationship? 


Although you may feel eager, or even desperate to 
bring someone new into you life, you may not actually be 
in an appropriate condition for intimacy. The author 
states that you are not ready if one or more of the 
following is true: 


¢ You have recently broken up with someone and you 
haven't finished mouming. 

¢ Your not yet comfortable with your homosexuality. 

¢ You have addiction or sexual abuse problems. De- 
structive patterns usually repeat themselves unless 
something is done to change them. 


Getting To Know Yourself 


Most people answer the question, "What do you want 
in a partner?" fairly vaguely, like "| don't know, someone 
nice". This kind of description is obviously too vague to be 
of help in identifying a compatible lover. There isn't 
anyone who would buy a car or a truck, a new outfit, or 
even ahead of cabbage with such vagueness. Yet some 
people choose lovers with a lot less thought than they'd 
put into selecting a Thanksgiving Turkey! 
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You need to have more in common with a potential 
mate than just the fact that you're both gay. The details of 
your life are not easily changed, they're part of your 
personality. Learning to blend your lifestyle with your 
lover's is a crucial part of creating a successful gay 
relationship. 


Step back and objectively look at your life. Imagine a 
typical day and ask yourself every question you can think 
of about your habits. (Andremember, this is a fact-finding 
mission, not a fault-finding mission.) 


Waking up: What are you like? A morning person or 
a night owl? Do you exercise? Are you organized? Are 
you tense or relaxed? Slow or fast? 


Work 

Is your work creative, detailed, technical, challeng- 
ing? Are you closeted at work? Do you like what you do? 
What would you like to do? Your work says a lot about 
your likes and dislikes, your strengths and weaknesses. 


Do you cook for yourself? Do you like to be alone? Are 
you active? Do you go out on week nights? Do you go to 
church? What are your spiritual values? Are you involved 
in the gay community? Do you like to be around other 
people or do you prefer to spend time alone? Pets? Kids? 
Do you like to talk? 


Once you have made a list of the answers to these 
questions, make a similar, very detailed list describing 
what qualities you would like your ideal partner to have. 


The Fine Art Of "Squirrel Hunting" 


The author has devised a somewhat humorous sys- 
tem she calls "Squirrel Hunting”. She says there are two 
ways to catch squirrels. One way is to run around and try 
to grab them or pounce on them — but in doing so, you'll 
only scare them away, and they'll run faster than you 
every time. In the end, you'll be very frustrated and 
exhausted, and you'll have no squirrels. 

continued page 4 
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Or you can go where the squirrels are, offer them 
something attractive, like walnuts, and wait quietly, just 
enjoying the day and the place. It will take a while, but if 
you are very relaxed and quiet, they will begin to get 
curious, and soon they will begin to check you out. If you 
stay relaxed and let them get to know that you are safe 
and you have goodies, before too long they'll be eating 
out of your hand. Then you'll have your choice of several 
squirrels. Success is guaranteed, if you have a little 
patience. Finding a lover isn't much different. Success 
depends more on how you feel about yourself and your 
own life than how physically attractive or rich you are. 
Patience and a calm attitude not only are very attractive, 
but they also keep you in frame of mind in which you can 
think clearly and make good choices. 


Preparing Yourself 


To be a successful squirrel hunter you first need 
to have your life together as much as possible. Start 
with your body and your health. Motivate yourself 
by understanding that the healthier you are, the 
more attractive you'll be. Make yourself into the 

-kind of lover you'd like to have. 


Preparing Your Lair 


Your home can help you tell a new or 
potential lover who you are. Does 
your home look like you live there, or 
does it feel impersonal, cold or anony- 
mous? Would a special guest be curious 
to learn more about you? If your house 
is really a home, it will be a repre- 
sentation of who you are and what you 
like, and a new guest will sense this immediately. 


Think of your home as a showcase for your person- 
ality. Imagine what a new friend would learn about you if 
there were pictures around of you and your friends 
doing the things you love. This type of decor does not 
have to be expensive. Many stores carry inexpensive 
prints and posters that you can use to make you home 
express who you are. If you're out completely, does your 
home reflect this? If you're closeted or need to be 
discreet, you can still go all out in your bedroom. Make 
your home a place you really care about, a safe haven 
that soothes you, as well as guests, the moment you walk 
in the door. 


Finding The Right Hunting Grounds 


Tina Tessina has a saying, "Where you gois what you 
get." As a therapist, the most frequent answer she gets 
when asking despairing gay and lesbian clients where 
they find their lovers is, "I go to the bars”. In general, bars 
are inappropriate places to meet potential lovers. Bars 
tend to be gathering places for two kinds of people, those — 
who have made alcohol important in their lives and 
possibly have addition problems, and those who have 
nothing better to do. Obviously, healthy people occasion- 
ally go to bars for a night out, but they're usually with 
friends, and therefore harder to meet. 


The author suggests that women looking for 

a partner make a list of things they'd like 
to learn to do. Windsurfing, skiing, hiking, 
gourmet cooking, pottery, dancing, wine- 
testing, writing, anything you've ever been cu- 
rious about goes on the list. Next, list 
all the places you've always been meaning to 
go to see. 


Look at your list, then GET OUT AROUND 
OTHER PEOPLE WHO ARE DOING THE AC- 
TIVITIES YOU WANT TO DO. Take aciass, 
join a special interest group. These groups can 
be gay or straight. Don't worry if you don't find a friend 
or lover at your first outing or two. Be patient, and 
success will come over time. Remember, the more 
people you know, the better your network — and 
the bigger your network, the better chance of 
meeting Ms. Right. 


Interviewing Potential Lovers 


Finally, just as you would interview someone for any 
position, you need to interview a potential lover to ascer- 
tain if they are compatible with you, personally. Find out 
what their interest are (this may take time), then go back 
to the ideal lover list you made earlier. Even if you are 
attracted to this person, youneedto be logical andhonest 
with yourself as to whether or not this is the kind of person 
you are looking for. 


Though at first this may seem like the Vulcan Lesbian 
way of finding a permanent partner, once you accept that 
the search for the right person involves as much objectiv- 
ity and logic as it does chemistry and passion, you'll be 
well on the way to having a soul mate, andnotjust another 
turkey. 


PAGE4 WOMONSPACE NEWSLETTER JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1992 


Politics 


Amnesty International 
Adopts Gay & Lesbian 
Concerns 


Seventeen years of struggle has 
finally paid off for the advocates 
of gay rights around the world. 
’ Gays and lesbians were offi- 
cially “adopted” by Amnesty In- 
ternational at its International 
Council Meeting in Yokohama, 
Japan in September. While the 
worldwide advocacy group has 
long supported the cases of 
gays persecuted for freedom of 
speech, they have, until now, 
resisted the inclusion of people who were jailed just because 

they were gay. | 


The inclusion of gays was led by the U.S: delegation and 
supported strongly by Canada, Norway, Hollandand France, 
but with many of the third world countries in opposition. 
(Nigeria questioned whether gays and lesbians imprisoned 
for their sexual preference should be considered criminal or 
just sick.) 


Much of the debate over the resolution was centered around 
whether the explicit mention of "sexual orientation” should be 
included in the wording of the mission statement. This was 
not accomplished, and many supporters of the resolution 
caution that much work still needs to be done. To ensure that 
the resolution results in concrete, positive action, Amnesty 
International will have to be monitored carefully, either by 
gays and lesbians from within the group, or at the least, by 
gay and lesbian rights groups on the outside. 


When You go to Vancouver, 
Don't Eat at Joe's Cafe 


One year ago, two lesbians were forcibly removed from Joe's 
Cafe on Commercial Drive for kissing one another. Since that 
time, lesbians and gay men who live and work in the 
neighbourhood have instigated an economic boycott of the 
place, refusing to patronize the restaurant. Protesters dem- 
onstrated in front of the cafe and shouted, "We're here, we're 
queer, so you'd better get used to it!" Protesters spoke of 
verbal insults, and being followed by the management of 
Joe's Cafe to their own work places and threatened. 
(From Perspectives) 


Gay Couples Not 
Entitled to Same 
Benefits as Married 
Partners, 
Judge Rules 


In a decision released in early 
December, a Federal Court 
Judge ruled that the Old Age 
Security Act does not discrimi- 
nate against gays by providing 
spouses allowance only to op- 
posite sex couples. He said 
homosexuals are like any other 
couple who live together but do 
not fall within “the traditional 
meaning of the conjugal unit” . . . "the relationship is a 
different one than a spousal relationship and the parties 
cannot expect to share the benefits accorded to those in 
spousal relationships". The judge, however, neglects to 
mention that same sex couples are not permitted to marry 
like different sex couples are. 


A Failure on Rights 


An Ontario Court Judge ruled recently that Canada's Human 
Rights law violates the constitutional charter of rights by 
failing to protect gays and lesbians from discrimination. A 
ruling of this magnitude should embarrass Ottawa into enact- 
ing long promised anti discrimination protection, but unfortu- 
nately, the government has instead decided to appeal the 
ruling. Simultaneously, Justice Minister Kim Campbell has 
decided to delay proposals to change rights laws, suppos- 
edly because the House of Commons is too busy this 
session. When is the government going to wake up and 
accept their responsibility to the people of Canada? We 
must, each and everyone of us, continue to pressure our 
Members of Parliament until equal rights are extended to all. 


j FRAME OF MIND 


Custom Art Framing 


465-0534 


6150 - 90 Ave., Ottewell Shopping Centre, Edmonton, Alberta T6B OP2 
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Women Unlimited Presents 


HEATHER 
BISHOP 


with Sherry Shute 
in Concert 


March 6th, 1992 


Provincial Museum Theatre 


Warm-up: Comfortable Shoes 


Tickets: 
at Bass & Common Woman Books 


Tickets: $15.00 
Common Woman Books 
10812 - 82 Avenue 


I've produced 5 or 6 Heather Bishop concerts now, and it's always been a tremendous experience 
for me. Tons of work, worries, wondering if anyone will coma, wondering if I'll break even, 
wondering, wondering . .. but even thoughit's a lot of worries and alot of work producing a concert, 
it's always worth it for me. | feel that this is my contribution to promoting positive images oflesbians, 
of providing a space where we can celebrate our lives and come together in an evening of music 
and joy. 


Indeed, Heather Bishop is one of the few Canadian performers who is out as a lesbian. Needless 
to say, besides attracting a faithful and admiring lesbian audience across the country, this hasn't 
done anything great for her career. But her determination to sing and work as alesbian has been 
an inspiration for many of us. 


SS 


S 


. 


It's been an interesting process, because more often than not lesbians would say to me, “Well, 
it's easy for you”, and they'd give me five reasons why it's easy for me: "You're your own boss", 
etc. | would look at them like, "If you think it’s so easy, why don'tyou get up in front of 20,000 people 
and tell them you're a lesbian, and see how easy that feels ? Why don't you risk the success of your 
career?" (Interview in Hot Wire, May, 1990). 


Heather will be performing at the Provincial Museum, Friday, March 6 at 8:00 o'clock. Tickets are 
$15.00 and are available from Bass and Common Woman Books. | would love it if we could fill the 
museum auditorium with lesbian energy. Hope to see you there! 


Pauline 
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Symbols eet, OF Lesbian Culcure 


by Sheryl McInnes 


Part of our shared culture as lesbians is the use of symbolism. Many of us identify ourselves to each other with 
a “check list"; short hair, comfortable shoes, wearing purple/lavender clothing, a pink triangle, a pinky ring, the 
double woman's symbol, the Labrys. One or any combination of the above definitely makes us take a second 
look! I've definitely exchanged a number of smiles because of such symbols. 


Where did they come from and what do they mean? This question and the search for answers was a part of my 
coming out process. It gave me a sense of my heritage as a woman-loving woman. To begin, let's look at the 


The Labrys, or double headed ax, is an ancient symbol associated with the crescent moon and the bull's horns. 
Both of these represented the goddess under her many names, Gaea, Rhea, Demeter, Artemis, and so on. 


The blades of the ax are similar to the waxing and waning moon, symbolic of birth and death. They also closely 
resemble the curve of the bull's horns that were sacred to the goddess as a symbol of fertility and funerary rites. 


The ax itself was used by women in their daily agricultural work, and as a battle ax by the Amazon warriors of 
- North Africa, Thrace and Macedonia, and in the ceremonial rituals of goddess worship in the woman-centered 
cultures of 5000 and more years ago. 


The Labrys has been adopted by lesbians as a way of remembering the all female community of Lesbos and a 
symbol of a time when women were strong and independent. 


Next Issue - The Meaning of Purple/Lavender 


(Sources: The Woman's Encyclopedia of Myths and Secrets, Barbara Walker; The First Ses, Elizabeth Gould 
Davis; The Great Cosmic Mother, Monica Sjoo, Barbara Mor.) 
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There Is Hope 


with Parent and In-laws 
by Suzanne Whertz 


Astheholiday season approached, | felta growing sense 
of apprehension in the pit of my stomach. My mother and 
father were coming to visit in our home for three days 
over Christmas. Now, don't get me wrong, | love my 
parents dearly but the last time | took my partner to visit 
them in British Columbia during Easter break, things did 
not go well! 


It was the first occasion | had taken home a female 
partner about whom | was very serious. They had met 
previous girlfriends but we had acted more like room- 
mates or best friends than we did lovers (although they 
had known | was gay for many years). | guess | just 
wasn't ready to be completely up front with them. This 
particular Easter occasion, however, we chose to not 
hide our relationship and made ourselves comfortable in 
the double bed in my old bedroom. | think they were a 
little taken back and their parent-mode quickly kicked in; 
Is this woman good to our daughter? Are they right for 
each other? Is she too old? Is she too extroverted? etc. 


But that was nine months ago. Since that time, I've had 
avariety of phone conversations with them and two visits 
at which time | chose to go solo. They soon realized | was 
still healthy and happy even though | was involved in a 
lesbian relationship —somehow | thinkthe reality of itwas 
more shocking than the concept! 


Needless to say, inviting them for three days over 
Christmas felt like a bit of a gamble for both of us. Would 
it go well this time? Would they judge her again? Would 
itonce again cause me to feel pulled between my family 
and my partner? Perhaps, but we felt it was definitely 
worth another open-minded chance. So, as they walked 
through the door, | took a deep breath but almost 
immediately felt relaxed as they smiled and pranced 
around our apartment complementing us on our decor 
and openly sharing hugs. 


Overall, the weekend was wonderful. We all became 
closer and | realized how much | love them and how 
much they love me. Even more importantly, everyone 
realized that their love is strong enough to accept the 
person | love into their lives. 


The Oak Chair 


Defiance lingers 
on the old woman's breath 
as she rocks 
back and forth 
in her oak chair. 
The curved wood, 
making deep impressions 
on the Paisley print rug, 
speaks the silence of her tongue; 
it's hoarse voice 
gently cradling sharp thoughts 
and frail bones 
weakened from the past. 


But, she cannot fool 
the wise caretaker; 
it watches her mind as 
she envisions being an angel 
translucent and holy 
sliding gracefully between the sheets 
of her brass bed. 
There, she is caressed 
by hands spun from silk 
and kissed hard upon the lips - 
tasting the freedom 
of her body 
rising to the rhythm 
of an unfamiliar touch. 


Wray Dansereau 
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As February 14th approaches, my thoughts turn to love and romance, and | think 
about the romantic places to go in Edmonton. | could only think of a few, so | 

consulted some of the true romantics amongst my friends. Together we came up 
with the following list. Be forewarned that it is highly subjective and by no means 
exhaustive. 


It was decided that a romantic evening would consist of having dinner at a special 

restaurant followed by skating or a walk in one of the more scenic areas of 

Edmonton. One of the most romantic restaurants in the city is La Boheme, 6427 
- 112 Avenue. They have delectable french cuisine. The food is satisfying yet light so you will be up for an after 
dinner walk and not an after dinner snooze. Adjacent to the restaurant is a wonderfully intimate lounge. It is both 
regal and cosy at the same time. If french food is not to your liking, you can try Cafe Select, an excellent restaurant 
which is conveniently located in central Edmonton, 10018 - 106 Street. The menu is varied so there is sure to 
be something for diverse tastes. The food is outstanding; my favourite is the Coquille de Chicken Mornay — this 
dish is truly sublime. As for the desserts, well they are an experience in and of themselves. If you adore seafood, 
| have heard the place to go is Louisiana Purchase, 10320 - 111 Street. | have yet to try this place but reliable 
sources Say that it is a very good restaurant. The ambiance is cosy and it is dimly lit. Another equally reliable 
source says that Tavola da Pranzo is her favourite romantic restaurant, 10309 - 81 Avenue (upstairs). The Italian 
cuisine is superb and the atmosphere is very warm. If you find old world European ambiance appealing, then 
this is the place for you. 


Now that | have satisfied the palate, it is now time to move on to after dinner activities. (By this | mean activities 
that can be done in public places.) If you enjoy skating, the skating oval in Victoria Park is a pleasant place. 
Skating at Hawrelak Park is also enjoyable though it is not as secluded as Victoria Park. However, Hawrelak Park 
does offer some out of the way walking trails. While we are on the subject of parks, Rundle Park at dusk is an 
excellent place to have fun and play on the playground equipment. But back to walking. At night Saskatchewan 
Drive going east from 109 Street is a great place to wai. There are gaps in the trees where you and your date 
can enjoy the spectacular view of the city lights. The legislative grounds are also a wonderful place to take a stroll. 
In the winter the Christmas lights are amazing and in the summer, the fountains are enjoyable. But be sure to 
go late enough so as to avoid the crowds, the alienated, and the skateboarders. 


If the outdoors is not too appealing, you may enjoy the indoor pyramids of the Muttart Conservatory, 98 Avenue 
and 96 Street. This is a wonderful place to go both day and evening, but it is especially romantic in the evening 
of the winter months when it gets dark early. It is quite secluded mid week at about 8:00 pm. The last time that 
| was there in the evening, | happened to be the only patron. It is a bit eerie when you are alone, but it is perfect 
with a lover or potential lover. The tropical pyramid evokes romance. May be it has something to do with lush 
green vegetation, the sweet smelling tropical blossoms and the ornate little wood benches especially made for 


two people. 


So this just about concludes our romantic evening in Edmonton. For those of you who are not quite ready to head 
for the privacy of your own home, a night cap at the Yardbird Suite, 10203 - 86 Avenue might be in order. If the 
jazzy, bluesy, hazy atmosphere doesn't put you in the mood for romance .. . 
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REUNION wy pets tut 
Part loa 2 Part Lesbian Lave Stary 


Socks, underwear and toiletries were unceremoni- rising wave of pain, wishing she had let the machine 
ously tossed into the suitcase, as the mid-afternoon take the call. "Great", Kim continued, unaffected by 
sun cast long shadows across the floor of Nora's | Nora's tone. "Dianne is having a pot luck this week- 
bedroom. She continued to pack. end, and she wanted me to call you 
Her opportunity to go home couldn't to see if you can make it.” "Uh, no, 
have come ata better time — Kara Kim", Nora cut in as diplomatically 
had finally left, ending two years of as possible. Kim was such atalker. 
bittersweet love, mixed with frus- Nora fleetingly recalled how once, 
tration, peppered with emotional during one of Kim's infamous dia- 
bloodletting. For Nora, parting with tribes, she had gently laid down 
Kara had come almost as a relief. the receiver, made herself some 
She had silently admitted this in- tea andasnack, finally returning to 
evitability for some months now — the phone without so much as a 
but had chosen to let the relation- pause for breath on Kim's part. 
ship run it's course, preferring to She'd have to cut this call short or 
avoid the status afforded a single risk missing the reunion altogether. 
lesbian ina community of couples. “Tell Dee thanks for the thought 

but I'm on my way home for a 
Recently divorced, Kara had been os: couple of days." "Home!" Kim 
a homeless puppy, a veritable . 3 rie bleated into the phone, causing 
damsel in distress, and Nora had te Nora to wince. "I thought you said 
gallantly answered the call. Too late had she realized | you'd never go back there, what . . ." "Sometimes 
that Kara's childhood had equipped her with enough | home isn't such a bad thing.” Nora cut in, steadying 
hostility to make a normal relationship impossible. No |: ‘her tone, recalling that it had been a long time (how 
matter how hard she had tried to make their relation- ~many years?) since she had been home to see her 
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ship work, Kara had devoted an equal amount of |- folks. Not wanting to hurt-her overly proper parents, 
energy to sabotaging her attempts. In the end, Kara's |. she had opted to visit only a few times, preferring to 
efforts finally bore fruit, and during the last couple of stay away rather than have to face their possible hurt 
weeks both had been too emotionally drained to fight, and confusion. Last week, her parents had responded 
preferring to go on in silence, neither wanting to admit ; to her letter, pleased to have their daughter return for 
it was really over. With Kara now actually gone, Nora | avisit. "It's only fora few days", she assured Kim. "I'm 
was able to turn her attention fully to the next few days, going to my high school's ten year reunion, that's all.” 
consoling herself that it would at least be a diversion "Well... O.K., then", Kim conceded. “I'll let Dianne 
from her emptiness. know — you have a good weekend, hon, we'll see you 
when you get back. Bye.” "Bye, Kim". Nora finished, 
relieved at the brevity of a conversation which could 
have gone on a lot longer. Popping the receiver back 
into its cradle, she paused only to switch her answer- 
ing machine on. If she realistically expected to make 
it as far as Blue River before dark she'd have to get a 
move on, sans further interruptions. 


The phone jangled, unnerving her, causing her to 
jump. "Damn", she muttered at the sudden interrup- 
tion. Leaping over the laundry basket and landing her 
toe squarely on the coffee table with a sickening thud, 
Nora managerto grab the phone. "Yeah?", she barked 
into the receiver. “Oh hi hon, | didn't disturb you did |?" _ 
"No Kim, you didn't". Nora gritted her teeth into the 
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Up in her study, she placed the stacks of unmarked 


term papers in her briefcase. It seemed to Nora that 


the work really began after you got your Ph.D. To 
protect your position in the department, one had to 
work their proverbial ass off, kissing all those higher 
up on the academic ladder. Closing her briefcase, she 
turned to take one last look around her study just to 
make sure she hadn't forgotten anything. Her eye 
caught the royal blue of her high school yearbook, 
sitting, a forgotten relic among her texts. Best to take 
it along to study up onwho's who, Norathought. Years 
of academia had made her somewhat of aperfectionist. 
When it came to meeting the aged ghosts of her 
adolescent past, she would be prepared. 


Picking up the book, Nora wondered what had be- 
come of her classmates. Flipping it open, she came 
upon her own grad picture. Debate Captain/80; Major 


Athletic Award/78-80; M.V.P. Volleyball; High-Jump - | 


Silver Award, Inter School Athletics/79-80. Aspira- 
tions: University. Eventually marry J.D.H.?!? 


"Gawd, who'd ever think I'd end up a Dyke?" 
Nora mused. Next to her picture, was that of 
her friend, Kelly McKasgill. She and Kelly 
had kept up their correspondence over the 
years and it was solely through Kelly's per- 
suasion that Nora agreed to attend their 
reunion. Looking at a younger version of 
Kelly, Nora fondly recalled how both of them 
had "pen pal'd" each other through many of 
life's victories and defeats. Kelly's marriage 
to Darrell, Nora's break up with James, the 
birth of Kelly's twins, the unexpected death 
of Kelly's brother. Years ago, when Nora had 
“come out" to Kelly, the reply came by regis- 
tered mail: "Live long and prosper, Trekkie — go where 
no man has gone before." Oh, how they had both 
laughed about that one. It would be a relief at last to 
have a face to face conversation, instead of the one 
sided monologues of letter writing. 


Nora scanned the yearbook, wondering what had 
become of all the people in the various pictures. On 
the next page was a picture of "J.D.H."; none other 
than James-Dean Henderson, Nora's first and only 
serious boyfriend. Everyone was so sure they would 
get married that it took years for the shock to pass 
when Nora broke it off. She finally admitted to herself 


that there was something missing, it had never really 
been right for her. Kelly had updated her to the fact that 
he was divorced now and considered quite the "catch". 


Nora's eyes wandered to the next picture, causing her 


blood pressure to suddenly rise. Cecelia Hawksworth, 
Nora's athletic rival through high school, stared up at 
her from the page. Looking at the picture, she felt an 
involuntary tension in her muscles, her face begin to 
flush. Her sudden response surprised her, triggering 
a barrage of emotions. Cec Hawksworth, her arch 
enemy, her nemesis, the ultimate test of her athletic 
ability. 


Though each had secretly respected the others’ capa- 


| bility, neither had taken the opportunity to reconcile 


their rivalry. It had raged since the beginning, each 
holding her share of victories over the other. Then, in 
their senior year when Cec had been chosen for the 
Olympic trials, Nora had thrown herself into her stud- 


ies, turning her attention away from track, and Cecelia. 


During her undergraduate years, Nora fol- 
lowed the sports pages, learning that Cecelia 
‘had gone on to two consecutive Olympic 
Games, finally retiring by accepting a coach- 
ing position in Chinaforayear. "Gawd", Nora 
murmured to herself, "| wonder if Cec is 
going to be there . . ." Her thoughts were cut 
short by the heavy chime of the hall clock. It 
was getting late. She'd have to leave quickly 
or resign herself to starting out in the morn- 


ing. 


Flipping the last of the bags into her Accord, 
Nora shut the trunk, stopping only for a 
second to wave to Bill, her neighbour across the 
street. As she opened the car door, she could hear the 
phone begin to ring. "Damn", she uttered as she 
began to move toward the house, "ah, forget it", she 
mumbled as she got back behind the wheel and shut 
the door. "Whoever it is, they'll just have to wait until | 
get back", Nora spoke to no one in particular. The 
Accord fired up easily, she popped a Billie Holiday 
cassette into the stereo and adjusted the volume. 
Pulling away from the curb she settled in for the long 
drive, letting her mind wander ahead to the upcoming 
weekend. 

continued page 14 
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HOROSCOPE 


by Renée Fulsom 


For those of you who love to read your horoscope but hate it when it says 
something like "a member of the opposite sex will find you irresistible", Womonspace 
offers these very original astrological forecasts written just for gay women. 


Although it is the woman who ultimately controls her own destiny, the woman is 
but a conduit of energy whose inner harmony is governed by the interactive ebb and 
flow of other life energies around her. Each of these energies is in turn acted upon 
by other forces, some of which are recognizable through the science of astrology. 
The purpose of this column is to create an awareness, within the reader, of the 


astrological forces which affect her destiny. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) 


If you are a Capricorn you are ambitious and 
desire recognition and success, whether in 
moneyor love. Youarerespoiisible, reserved, 
sensitive, and sympathetic, and you have a 
great sense of humour. Since your basic drive 
is for security, you may have a tendency 
towards materialism; you can also be intoler- 
ant of anyone who stands in your way. You 
like to feel in control and dislike being vulner- 
able. This year you need to watch your ten- 
dency to test your will in relationships, as one 
test too many could be the straw that breaks 
the camel's back. 


W 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) 


If this is your birth sign, you are people 
oriented; the virtual pied piper of the zodiac, 
attracting friends who follow you every- 
where. You are known for your originality 
and open mindedness, your unemotionality 
and your ability to be objective. Maintaining 
a sense of independence is essential to your 
well being. You care about people but avoid 
getting too emotionally involved. You are a 
hopeful and creative woman, and like to see 
others happy. 
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AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) CANCER (June 22 - July 22) 

The next two months should be satisfying for |, Friends may be shaking you up a bit — you 
you. You have plenty of energy and commu- | must ask yourself why. It could be because 
nicate well. Your need for freedom for an old | your claw has clung to a way of thinking for 


situation will be easily expressed. a little too long. Fortunately, though, if youdo 
lose your claw you'll have the needed energy 
PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20) to grow another. But wouldn't it be better just 


to let go on your own? 


LEO (July 23 - Aug. 22) 


Enjoy the changes that have been going on in 
your life. They may not make a lot of sense 
right now, but don't worry. As the next two 
months unfold, everything will become clear. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22) 


The last couple of weeks may have been 
unusually rough — re-evaluation may be in 
order. Get organized first, and the picture will 
brighten. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) 

If you've been feeling a need to expand your 
awareness as well as your bank account, but 
aren't sure exactly how, just be patient. If you 
hang tight things will go your way. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) 


Friends and family are there for you, although 
you may be having difficulty expressing how - 
you feel about them. Look inside yourself, the 
effort will be well worth it! 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 30) 


The next month could seem overwhelming, 
as you have 5 planets moving through your 
sign. Do try not to impose your will on others. 
Your visions of conquering the world will 
pass. 


Frustration stemming from an inability to 
express yourself will soon pass. Use the next 
two months to go deeper inside so that when 
you do start to talk you really know what it is 
you're talking about. 


ARIES (Mar. 21 - Apr. 19) 


Those who care about you may question your 
authority in the next while. It may seem as 
though they're trying to get you to see your- 
self as you are, not as how you may think you 
are. Get it? Good! 


TAURUS (Apr. 22 - May 20) 

If your finances look bleak, don't despair — 
things should be better by the end of January. 
Your love life will be more relaxed in Febru- 
ary. You'll be spiritually very much in tune 
with yourself - another woman may teach 
you with regards to this. 


GEMINI (May 21 - June 20) 

Relax, slow down the pace so that you don't 
burn out. Watch your health and don't forget 
to eat — your body can't run on your brain. 
forever. 


* Sources vary on the date that the sun changes signs. 
The dates given here are from the American 
Ephemeris for the 20th century, "at midnight’. 
Please write or call me, c/o Womonspace, if you 
have any questions. 
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She made it to Blue River in time to get a room at the 
local motel. A good night's sleep saw her refreshed 
and ready to face the crisp morning air of the rockies. 
After a light breakfast, she was on the road again. 


The route through the mountain pass meandered 
lazily along, allowing Nora's thoughts to wander back 
to her parents. They had been so supportive during 
her high school years, showing up to all the local 
meets to watch their daughter compete. Sadly, she 
had only been back to see them a couple of times 
since she moved away almost ten years ago. They 
had no idea of her lifestyle, and she preferred it that 
way. Her visits with them were always warm, though 
Nora always took care to leave before they could get 
too personal with their questions. 


As her mind drifted, a vignette of familiar, yet name- 
less faces danced in her mindseye. It was going to be 
hard to place unrecalled names to time-altered faces 
after all these years. One particularly poignant image 
intensified, paling the rest, like a surrealistic three- 
dimensional photograph; the first time she had laid 
eyes on Cecelia Hawksworth. How they had hit it off 
inthe beginning, Norarecalled. She remembered how 
she had felt in those early days at the track—the sheer 
magnitude of her physical response whenever she 
found herself near Cec during training camp. The 
potential for a friendship, borne of mutual respect and 
ability, had been cut short suddenly by . .. something 
suddenly clicked in Nora's mind. Their coach! The 
realization hit her.so hard it nearly caused her to veer 
off the road. Who was her real enemy? It certainly 
hadn't been Cecelia, at least not in the beginning. 


Nutri - Metics International (Canada) Inc. 


NUTRI-METICS, NUTRI-CLEAN, 
FOOD SUPPLEMENTS & AH-Q-PRESSURE PADS 


Candy Davies 
CONSULTANT 


435-9424 
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It was after those first few days of being “coached” 
that Nora had grown almost to despise Cecelia. She 
had preferred to avoid her whenever possible, want- 
ing nothing more than to conquer every time they 
faced each other. Come to think of it, Nora pondered, 
Cecelia's reaction had mirrored hers at the time. 


She realized now how their coach had capitalized on 
their competitive natures, turning them against each 
other at every opportunity. When Cecelia had made 
the Olympic team, Nora was torn between genuine 
admiration for her and sheet anger at having it finally 
determined — for all to see — who was the better 
athlete. In the end, her anger had won out. She never 
spoke to Cec again. 


Suddenly, it became important, no — imperative — to 
see Cecelia at the reunion. Just to talk with her — to 
resolve, if not bury, a past not of their own doing. To 
begin again, the way things should have been in the 
first place. 


Nora felt like a huge weight had been lifted from her. 
She honestly couldn't remember when she had felt 
better in her life, when the world looked so bright, 
clean and alive. A passing police cruiser, its lights 
flashing, snapped her concentration back to the road. 
Suddenly she became aware that she really had no 
idea of where she was along the highway — her 
thoughts had kept her from reading the road signs for 
quite a few miles now. Up ahead was a sign — she 
whistled a sign of relief. Hers was the next turn-off, 
no need to double back. 


Soon after negotiating the exit, the country 
took on a certain familiarity. She began to 
recognize landmarks that had somehow 
etched themselves into her memory during 
her youth. The rock hanging precariously 
over the side of the mountain cliff, seemingly 
denying the laws of gravity, the mountain cliff, 
always reminded her of a castle or fortress. 
As she passed "Happy Jack's" roadside fruit 
and cider stand, a growing mixture of excite- 
ment, trepidation and curious anticipation 
began fluttering in the pit of herstomach. She 
would be home within the hour. 

continued next edition 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Help Womonspace Keep 
Abreast of Things - And You 
Could Win A Ferron Tape! 


Sponsors Needed 


Co-sponsoring groups are needed for the dances. If 
your group wants to raise funds and can supply 
approximately 14 - 20 volunteers, leave a message 
at 425-0511 


Roommates Wanted 


+ For 2 bedroom house in Hazeldean. For more 
- information call 433-4048. 
ft 


: Non-smoker, likes cats. Call Vi at 426-7498 


; Athletic, academic aquarius with somewhat off 
- beat sense of humour offers to share her abode with 
. fun loving "roomy". 3 bedroom duplex with partially 
. developed basement, southside Edmonton. No 
; Scorpios please. Call for an appointment at 466- 
+ 0906 leave message, we'll talk. 


Recently discovered among other relics and artifacts 
in the Womonspace office, this photo has us puzzled. 
If you can provide any information leading to the 
whereabouts of this woman, please give us a call and 
you could win Ferron's "Phantom Centre" (which we 
also discovered in the office). We will publish the top 
ten nominees in the next edition of the newsletter. 
Please submit your answers to: 


Office Manager Needed 
This could be you 


an 
wees er’ 


Mystery Mammaries 
c/o Womonspace News 


*Sorry, computer update not available. 


Alberta Status of Women Action Committee is 
hosting a conference for the May 1, 2,3, 1992 atthe 
Inn on 7th. Keynote Speaker will be Naomi Wolf, 
author of The Beauty Myth. 


Womonspace urgently needs an organized volun- 
teer to take care of the office in the Womyn's 
Building. This would entail only two hours per 
week in order to open mail and answer phone 
messages. Please callthe Womonspace phone and 
leave a message. 


425-0511 
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Early bird registration prices to April 1, 1992 are 
$75.00 for ASWAC members, and $85.00 for 
non-members (includes 1 break, lunch and supper). 
After April 1, 1992 all registrations are $100.00. 


Low income rates are available. 


Womonspace Activities 


All Womonspace activities are open to mem- 
bers and non-members. Activities are free 
unless otherwise noted. Everyone is wel- 
come. The Womyn's Building is located in the 
basement of 9930 - 106 Street. 


Monthly General Meeting 

January 14, 7:30 p.m., Womyn's Building 
(Basement, 9930 - 106 Street). The following 
meeting will be held February 11. 


Lesbian Drop-in 
January 9, 7:00-9:00 p.m., Womyn's Build- 
ing (Basement, 9930 - 106 Street). The fol- 
lowing drop-in will be held on February 13. 


ALL WEEK PARTY — DOORS AT 4 PM 
No Cover Charge to 8 pm — FREE Pool Tables 


10345 - 104 ST., EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


(403) 426-3150 


February 22, 3:00 p.m., Womyn's Building 


| Newsletter Meeting 
| (Basement, 9930 - 106 Street). 


Womonspace Dances 
January 18, 8:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m., Bonnie 
Doon Hall (9420 - 93 Street). 


Admission: Members $5.00 
Non-members $8.00 
Door Prizes: Gourmet basket from Aunt 


Willma, and a bottle of liquor from the Roost. 
The following dance will be held on Feb.15. 


(AOA Se 


Please bring donations for the FOOD BANK. 


Aunt Wilkna:s 


More than Art Food: You Party — We Cater 


Custom Floral Designs 
Caterer for Womonspace Dances 


We Cater Events 
W.J. Thompson — 474-7328 
#204, 5316 - 118 Ave., Edmonton, AB T5C 1C4 


Agate, Kerri, Wray D., Shadow, Sheryl Mc. 
Renée F., Lisa A., Karen H., Coco 


Please Note: Articles published in Womonspace News do not 
necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of Womonspace. 
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Edmonton, Alberta T5K 107 
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